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A TOWN THAT STRETCHES ACROSS THE FLAINS LOCATED 
ABOUT ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY MILES NORTH FROM THE 
CENTER OF THE FRONTIER. WITH AFOFULATION OF 30,000/T 1S 
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WHERE. GOODS FROM ALL OVER THE FRONTIER ARE. COLLECTED, 
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COULD 
IT BE 
YOU'VE 
COME 
FROM 
FLORENCE. 


SORRY, 
BUT IT 
DIDON/T 
LOOK LIKE 
IT'D BE 


I CAN SMELL 
THE SALT OF 
THE SEA ON YOU 
ALSO THAT 
DECORATION IN 
YOUR HAIR = 
MADE FROM 
THE BONES OF 
A LIONFISH 
IS IT NOT? 


GO. 
STRAIGHT, 
AND TURN 
RIGHT AT 
you/LL THE END 
SEE A OF THE 
BIG STREET. 


BEFORE I CAN 
TELL YOU 
ANYTHING, 


SORRY, BUT 
ILL BE 
TAKING THIS, 
GIVE MY 
REGARDS TO 
THAT LITTLE 
MISSY, 


OF RUNNING] 
THIS TOWN, 


THE 
SHOPKEEPER 
THEN LETS: 
ME KNOW 
ABOUT IT, 
AND I BUY IT 
FROM HIM AT 
AREASON- 
ABLE PRICE, 
THAT'S THE 
DEAL. 


pss 


AH YES, HE AND 
I HAVE ALITTLE 
ARRANGEMENT, 
DNCE DR TWICE 
A YEAR, THERE'S 


FIRST OF ALL, 
ABOUT THAT 
LITTLE BEAD 
YOU BROUGHT 
INTO 
THE CURIO 
SHOP - 


ALWAYS SOME FOOL 


WHO BRINGS IN 
SOMETHING 


VALUABLE WITHDUT 


HAVING ANY 


UNTIL THEN, 
THERE ARE 


STOLE IT AND 
WHERE HE iS, 
$0 WE 
SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO 
RETRIEVE 
THE ITEM 
SHORTLY. 


iN FA 
iT WILL MAKE 
THINGS FAR 
MORE 
ENJOYABLE. 
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INTEND 
ON 
GOING? 


THIS IS THE 

FIRST TIME 

I'VE EVER 

MET A MAN 
MORE 

BEAUTIFUL 
THAN 
MYSELF. 
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WHEN HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
STANDING 

THERE: 


‘ Ve NA 


WHEN YOU 
CHECKED 

THE GIRL 

FOR VITALS, 
SHE WAS 

ALREADY 


SS 


Ee) 
ARE YOU 
SAYING YOU 
COULD BE 
THE ONE 
TO DELIVER 
THE PEARL? 
iS THAT YOUR | 
REASONING? £ 


1 WATCHING, 
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YOU...YOU 
WOULD CUT 
DOWN AN 
INNOCENT 
OLD MAN 
LIKE ME? 


WAS 
| FLORENCE, 
Fr 
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J. STRUCTURE 
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INVERTER - = . THE 
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VAMPIRE 
HONE 


IT CAN SOON 
BID GOOD-BYE 
TO THIS DIRTY 

JOB AND 
THESE DIRTY 
PEOPLE 
FOREVER, 
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ARE YOU THE 
ONE WHO 
USED THE 

¢ CHATTERBUG 
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DON'T SOS Y 
TELL ME H-HEY, WAIT 
YOURE Gb) A MINUTE, t, 
Aree = HAPPENED 
BEAD AS WAreDOES IN, 
WELL?! 


THE YARD? 


I PARTED 
WAYS WITH 
THAT GIRL 
ALMOST 
IMMEDI- 
ATELY... 


<7, 
BUT THIS BABY 
iS MADE OF 


ZERAMIUM STEEL. 
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My 130 DAS a 


IM NOT 
GOING 70... 
REFUSE... 
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THE FERRY THAT TRAVERSES THE CHANNEL IS 
AN INDISPENSABLE MODERN CONVENIENCE FOR 
THOSE WHO ARE HEADED NORTH, BUT WISH TO 
AVOID THE DECREFIT OVERLAND KOUTES AND 
VARIOUS SUPERNATURAL BEASTS AND 
CREATURES THAT PROWL THEM. 
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COST ME THIS 1S 
MY ae THE TOOL 


YOU'RE 
ONE OF 
THOSE GUYS 
WHO THINKS 
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MUST FIGHT, 
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WAIT UNTIL 
WE'VE 
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IT’S NOT MUCH 
OF A TRICK, 

BUT I CAN STILL 
MANAGE TO __ § 

BREAK OFF THE 
TIP WITH IT. 


THIS THE 
PRECIOUS 


IM SURE 
YOU 


THOUGHT 
YOUR LITTLE 
ACT COULD 

TAKE ME 
OFF GUARD, 

BUT... 
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ALL OF US ARE 


BUSINESS ff] ! * 
FLORENCE? Fi 
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HE’S HERE 
TO DO SOME 
MISSIONARY _ANO 
WORK, THIS IS 
SO HE'D BAN’GYOH, 
LIKE TO 
JOIN US. 


ssTHOUGH I 
SHOULD BE 
HONEST, IT’S 
A RELATIVELY 


BUT I'D HAVE 


FLORENCE IN \ex 
ONETCSEAD cary = AHARD TIME 
CONVINCING 


our NTAOLLE 
~ CONTROLLER 
Sige so 3Ee 

RUN SCHEDULE. 
FOUR ont 


BUT THIS 


CHATTING 
ABOUT THIS. 


DESTROY IT; 
BUT 
COVERED COULDN'T, 
iT UP 


WOULD TAKE 
US UNTIL 
NOON 
TOMORROW, 
BUT THIS 
WILL GET US 
THERE BY 
MORNING, 


THIS ROAD 


|CUTS STRAIGHT 
| THROUGH THE 


MOUNTAINS 
AND LEADS 
ALL THE 
WAY TO 
FLORENCE, 


HE’D HAVE 
TRAVERSED 


ITS AS IF 
HE iS OF 
MIXEO 
BLOOD THAT 
1§ NOT 
ENTIRELY 
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NOBILITY 


NOBILITY’S 
HUNTING 
GROUND 


ON THE 
BOAT, 

I HEARD 
HE'S A 

VAMPIRE 

HUNTER... 


nition 
Pe 2 ITH THE AIR 


THE OTHER 
MAN ON THE 
BOAT WAS 
HANDSOME TOO 
BUT HE PALED 
IN COMPARISON 
TO THE 


Re 
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A GHOST ais LIKE I SAID, 
OF THE iv APPARENTLY 


DEAD, 
PERHAPS? A FORMERLY 
7 USED AS A 
HUNTING 
GROUND BY 
THE NOBILITY. 


THIS IS . 
SEA- 
WATER. 
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FLORENCE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 
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GILLIGAN. PUPPETMASTER WE 
ENCOUNTERED ON 
THE BOAT, AND HIS 
COHORTS, 
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AS 


BE COMING 
TO THIS 
VILLAGE! 
PLEASE - 
PROTECT 


MY ONLY 
FOE iS 
THE 
NOBILITY. 


WE 
DON'T 
LET WORD 
GET OUT 
OF THE 
VILLAGE. SECRET. 


OTHERWISE NI 


IN 
WOULD BUY 
ANY FISH 
FROM US IF 
THEY KNEW 


WE HAD 
NOBILITY 
HERE. 


THE 
INDISCERN= 
\ IBLE” 


BAD FEELING 
ABOUT ALL 


U 
THE VAMPIRE 
HUNTER D, 


B 
LOOKS LIKE 
hl ONLY WAY IM 


JUMPED 

STRAIGHT 

INTO THE 
FLUME FULL 
OF BOILING F 


WU-LIN IN 
CRONENBERG, 
AND CAME 
HERE TO BRING 
ME A MESSAGE 
FROM HER. 
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“SKIN Vell 
70 COAT HIS 
BLADE BUT 
IT WASN’ 
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GUESS THE 
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GUYS LIKE 


WAS THAT 
THE 
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POWER 
OF THE 

DHAMPIR I § 


O THEN? 


DON’T TELL 
THE REST OF US 
WHAT TO DO — 
JUST BECAUSE ee 
1p eee WILL LEAO 
10 THE TASK. LL Le 
EARLY 
GRAVE. 


WHOEVER 
TAKES DOWN 
THIS NEW 
YOU, + BODYGUARD 
OG FIRST GETS 
ery TO KEEP THE 
‘ REWARO, 


I HATE TO 
SAY IT BUT 
I THINK ITO 
BE SAFEST 
AT THIS POINT 
FOR ALL OF 
US TO GO 
AFTER HIM 
TOGETHER, 


WHEN WE FOUND. 
OUT OUR OBSTACLES 
WERE JUST AN OLD 

MAN AND A GIRL, WE 
LET TWIN GD ALONE 

BECAUSE WE FIGURED 

IT'D BE SILLY FoR US 

ALL TO GO, SINCE 

WE'O PROBABLY END 

UP FIGHTING EACH 
OTHER OVER THE 


BEAD, 
BUT NOW IT 
LOOKS LIKE IT 
SHOULD BE 
EVERY 
MAN FOR 
HIMSELF, 


ANYWAY, 
IM DONE 
WITH THE 
WHOLE 
IM GOING ‘GROUP 
TODO EFFORT’ 
ING, 


ALRIGHT. NO 
COMPLAINING 
FROM ANYONE 
EVEN IF YOU 
GET CUT 
DOWN BY ONE 
OF YOUR OWN. 
HEAR? 


ee T/LL HAVE 
10 GO DOWN 
10 THE 
SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE AND 
FILE THE 
PAPERWORK 
‘OR THE DEATH 
CERTIFICATE... 


NOW THAT 
IM WORKING 
FOR YOU, 
I'D UKE YOU 


NOBILITY 
YET EITHER, 
HAVE I? 
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INERS Coes. " YAN : 
BR TEREIWAS'NO: q \y Wpecioet in roe 


EES 
EN PROVIDING 
SONLY-THE MINIMUM 
~~" POSSIBLE SUPPORT 
REQUIRED TO'KEEF * 


RESISTING HUMAN: 


SOME SAY THE — 
§ NOBLES FOUND IT THE 
HEIGHT OF HEDONISTIC, 
PLEASURE TO HAVE-THE | 
SOUNDS AND SCREAMS)”. | 
FROM THIS ACTIVITY BE\. 
THE LAST.THING THEY 
I\HEARDJAS THEY ~ 
CLOSED THEIR COFFIN 
WN 


RADITION! 
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MEINSTER LOST... 
AND APTER HIS 
BODY WAS 
RENDERED IN 
SUCH A WAY AS . 
TO NEVER BE 
ABLE TO RETURN 


THER BATTLE a 
RAGEDISO-HARD 7° 
THAT MANY LIFES“ 4 


IN:ITESWAKE® 

AND THE SHAPE 
OFTHE VERY» 
MOUNTAIN: 


]/ SEA MONSTERS'SO. 
A THAT/HUMANS'COULD 
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AT THE Face Is Re 
MUSEUM, ‘pie- 


THE 
ILLUSION 
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IM NOT oe 
\ REALLY SURE 
iF I'L BE 


NOT 
SURPRISING 
WHEN YOU . 
CONSIDER THE KIDS 
ALL THEY'VE HERE ARE 
KNOWN FOR HUNGRY x 
THEIR YOUNG 10 LEARN. 
LIVES IS THE THEY WANT y 
GRAY SEA TO KNOW 
AND A ANYTHING 
WEEK-LONG AND 
SUMMER, EVERY~ 
THING! 


THAT WAS 
ANOTHER 
THING 
WU=LIN WAS: 


PATROLLING/IN 7; 


=T-WAS JUST.ON sm de 
WAY TOWARDS oe 


{AT THE BEACH, 


EVERYONE... 
BUT PETTY 
GREED CAM, 
OVER ME, AN! 


WHY TAKE 
IT TO 


REINFORCEMENTS 
ARRIVED, AND T 
WAS JUST 
GETTING READY TO 
PACK IT INse. WHEN 
THE LAPPING 
WAVES BROUGHT 
SOMETHING TO. 


MY{ FEET: 


LUXURY OF NG 
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SAFE-KEEPINGS 
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A WARRIOR, 
1S HE? 
STAYING AT 
SU-IN‘'S 


DWIGHT? \, 


IF YOURE 
LOOKING 
FOR SU-IN, 
SHE LEFT 
THROUGH THE 
BACK DOOR 
AS SOON 
AS SHE GOT 
HERE, 


SAID 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT AN 
ACQUAINTANCE 
CALLING TO 
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THIS SHOULD 
BE FAR 
ENOUGH TO 

EEP 


I HAVE NO 
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TRUSTED ( gy) 7" INTENTION 
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Ai OF TAKING 
yaad HIM ON 
Z w | DIRECTLY, 
WZ 
WHILE THAT 


‘eee | eG 
; 3 LONG A 
THEY AREF /, THEY ARE BORN 
NO MATCH il OF THIS EARTH, 
FOR ME- | HIDDEN IN THEIR 
“AMON OF HEART IS 
REMEM- SOMEONE $0 
BRANCES” - bee) \ DEAR THEY 
ANS My as CANNOT DENY 
—_ hy “OR DISCBI 
"‘NOsTmLe geen 
STALGIA Oe f 
SIN, 


WHY'D YOUN 
HAVE TO GO 
AND DOA 
TROUBLE- 
SOME THING 
UKE THAT?! 


RIGHT NOW, 
SHE’S NOT 


y é 
3 0) GY 
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I DON'T 
KNOW 
WU-LIN, 


Ry eeA05 
Like ir? 


YOURSELF OFF 
OF SOME 
CLIFF TO DIE 
AN ELEGANT 


AH WELL, 
THE SPELL 


TOOT LTT Us ATU HLL 


Pt | | 


OVER 
HERE? 


INORDER TOPREVENT ANY DEMONS FROM ENTERING 
THE SOULLESS BODY, THE CORPSE IS WASHED AND 
FURIFIED WITH SALT WATER. AND THE VEINSINJECTED 
WITH PURE SPRING WATER. 
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WORKING 
YOU SURE | ALONE. 
TOOK CARE 


ede ABOUT FIFTY, 
Ba WITH A BIG, 
BUSHY 


THOUGH IF 
YOU WERE 70 
JUST HAND 
OVER THE BEAD 
PEACEFULLY, 
WE WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO - 


ALL RIGHT. 
STEP 
THIS WAY 
WILL YOU? 


THIS 1S 
Ww 
“KINGDOM.” 


BY 
THE WAY, 
SINCE THE 
BEAD IS 
MINE IF T 
WIN... 


THEN 
SHALL 
Wi 


BEGIN? 


---VAMPIRE % 
HUNTER D. 


POWERFUI 
THE{NOBL 
wats 


JHE\WOULDIBE 
THING BEF 


A TENF 
INCREASE 
A> IN 


HOW DO 7 
YOU LIKE IT, ff 
VAMPIRE 
HUNTER D7! “\ 


AND YES, 
> VAMPIRES! 


THE BEAD 
iS IN MY 
POSSES- 

SION. 


GIVE YOUR 
COMPAN- 
IONS THIS 
MESSAGE: 
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NOTICED, 
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( SKIN OFF OF 
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|| GRANDFATHER 
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AFTER. 
YOU'RE 
DONE 
CLEANING. 


THEY MADE 
IT SO THE 
MONSTROS- 
ITIES OF 
THEIR OWN 


CREATION 
WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO 
RETURN TO 


I it'S LIKE 
THIS UNTIL 
THE 


NOBILITY’S 
RESORT 


busiunssng 


( 5 
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wo ESPECIALLY 
DURING THE 
WEEK OF SUMMER, 
WHEN THE CHANGE 
IN CURRENT 
SWEEPS IN MORE 
VARIETIES OF FISH 
THAN YOU CAN 
COUNT, 


SOME SCHOLAR 
CAME OUT 
HERE FROM THE 
CAPITAL ONCE; 
HE SAID THERE 
USED TO BE 
ROUGHLY TEN 
THOUSAND 
NOBLES LIVING 


YOU KEEP 
CLIMBING, 
YOU NEVER 
GET TIRED, j 


SOMETIMES 
I GET SO 
CONFUSED, 
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WERE 
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THERE'S 
NO 
TELLING 


A FIEND WHO 
WAS FEARED 
EVEN BY HIS 
FELLOW NOBLES - 
WHO COULD HAVE 
OBLITERATED 
SUCH A BEING 
50 UTTERLY? 


TLL GO 


DOWN 
AND 
HAVE A 
LOOK. 


DON'T TELL 
ME YOU'RE 
CLIMBING 


DO! RE- 
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WN BA 
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THIS PLACE 
MADE ME SO) 
NOSTALGIC, 


YOU. ALL I WANT 
TO OO AT 
THE MOMENT 
1S WALLOW 


IN My 
NOSTALGIA. 


BARON 
MEINSTER | 
CREATED 
ME... 


LOOKS 
PRETTY 
ANCIENT... 
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LET USI 
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ONE WHO IS 
AS HANDSOME 


AS YOU ARE 
YOU ARE GENERALLY TENDS 
OIFFERENT. TO BE COLO ANO 


YOUR VEINS ALOOF TOWAROS 
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GOOD IN YOU, 
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MOST MEN 
CANT HIT 
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THIS GUY 
IS WORKING 
FOR ME! 
iF YOU PULL 
ANY FUNNY 
BUSINESS, 
YOULL HAVE 
ME TO 
ANSWER TO! 
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THIS VILLAGE 
WERE THE 
SAME WAY. 


IM SURE 
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DON’T GET 


: THE ONE 
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THANKS TO YOU, 
WE WERE ABLE 
TO HAUL IN THREE 
BIG WHALES TOOAY, 
SO I WON'T HAVE 
TO WORRY ABOUT 
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HELPED THE 
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HYPNOTISM, 


ALL HE COULD 4 
DO WAS SLIGHTL’ 
DIMINISH THEE 

OF THOSE, WHO, 


A WHOLHIA 7 
BEHINDION'SHORE.-- 
FEN AEN 


DID YOUR 
GRAND- 


FATHER 
CONTINUE 


TO USE HiS 

HYPNOTISM 

UNTIL THE 
END? 


GRAMPA, 
YOU HAVENT Vi © 
USED YoUR | 
HYPNOTISM | 

IN OVER FIVE 
YEARS NOW, 
HAVE YOU? 


CR 
AR PKA 
JAN 


HOLD ON, 
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